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The purpose of this memorandum is to provide clarification on the definition of the
word “indicator” as used in 14 CFR Part 23, §23.1311 for Part 23 airplanes only.

The current §23.1311 (c) defines instrument, “As used in this section, “instrument”
includes devices that are physically contained in one unit, and devices that are
composed of two or more physically separate units or components connected
together (such as a remote indicating gyroscopic direction indicator that includes a
magnetic sensing element, a gyroscopic unit, an amplifier, and an indicator
connected together).”

The definition of “indicators” is not in the regulations or in Advisory Circular
(AC) 23.1311-1A, Installation of Electronic Displays in Part 23 Airplanes, dated
March 12, 1999. In a search for the word “indicator,” the text does not disclose a
precise definition or the intended use of the word.

For Section 23.1311, an indicator is a means for displaying information on a
parameter (and is not the same as an instrument). The preambles for Section
23.1311 were intended to allow advanced and new electronic display technologies



on Part 23 airplanes and to permit the collection of indicators on a single electronic
display. More than one indicator could be depicted on one display. For example, a
primary flight display may have indicators for attitude, altitude, airspeed, heading,
and navigation.

The above definition of the word “indicator” will be published in the next revision of

AC 23.1311-1A. Ifyou have any questions or need additional information, please
contact Mr. Ervin Dvorak, Regulations and Policy Branch, at 816-329-4123.

Michael K. Dahl



